
COMMUNICATION ABROAD 
 

"Being able to learn about another part of our world 

through experiencing it directly is hands-down the coolest 

and most exciting way to do so.  My study abroad 

experience has given me a better understanding of the 

world, the people whom I share it with, and the choices I 

make every day that ultimately affect them both. Thanks 

to my study abroad experience and degree in 

Communication, I spent the entire year after graduation 

volunteering, travelling and writing about my experiences 

in Zambia and Tanzania.” 

 – Joseph Kerber ’15, Communication major, South Africa 

program 

 

 

“Study abroad was the most formative experience during my time 

at CSB/SJU and I think back to my time in Spain every day.  Living in 

a foreign country is an invaluable opportunity to immerse yourself 

in a different culture and make connections that will last long after 

your return to the US - connections with fellow Bennies and 

Johnnies, and with the people you'll meet from all across the 

world.”  

 – Kayla Reininger ’15, Communication major, Spain program 

 

WHY STUDY COMMUNICATION ABROAD?  

 To learn about another culture, as well as your own, through 
another worldview/vantage point/culture’s lens. 

 To expand your intercultural communication and problem 
solving skills through a global experience. 

 To prepare for work in an increasingly diverse and international 
workplace. 

 To improve your language skills. 

 To observe and apply communication concepts in a new environment. 

 To learn about yourself, to stretch yourself, to go outside your comfort zone. 



ACADEMIC PLANNING    

 In consultation with your academic or faculty advisor, create a tentative “4-year” plan to determine the 
best term for study abroad. 

 It is strongly encouraged to take all 3 foundation courses (COMM102, 103, 105) before going abroad 
for a semester. 

 Consult the list of pre-approved Communication 
courses offered on CSB/SJU study abroad programs. 

 Communication majors may take one course outside of 
the department.  Please note: a pre-approved 
Communication course taken abroad counts as a 
Communication elective taken outside of the 
department (it will not fulfill any Communication major 
or minor requirements as aside from elective credit). 

 Pre-approved Communication courses do not exist on 
all study abroad programs, but you likely have 
Common Curriculum requirements or general elective 
classes you can save for study abroad. 

 Depending on the study abroad program, commonly offered Common Curriculum designated courses 
are: Intercultural, Experiential Learning, Fine Arts, Humanities, or Global Language Proficiency.  Less 
commonly offered are Ethics, Upper Theology, and Natural Science. 

 General (non-major) electives are very easy to fulfill abroad. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

STEPS TO STUDY ABROAD 

 Visit the Start Your Search page on the Office for Education Abroad website. 

 For more in-depth information, attend a Study Abroad 101 session to get more information on 
program types and selection, length (semester-long or short term), timing, housing, and finances.   

 Choose a program by reviewing the programs online.  You can also talk with CGE staff and your faculty 
advisor.  

 There is not one program best suited for all Communication students. You need to determine which 
program best fits your interests. 

 The Finances page provides extensive information regarding program costs, financial aid and 
scholarships.  

 Apply by the deadline – Please note there may be different deadlines depending on program type: 
semester-long, short-term, intern, or volunteer programs.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED INTO A PROGRAM 

 Determine which Communication and Common Curriculum courses are offered on your program. 
 Choose the best courses that meet your four year plan as well as your personal interests. 
 Confirm the appropriateness of your course choices with your academic advisor. 

http://www.csbsju.edu/global
http://www.csbsju.edu/global/getting-started/study-abroad-101
http://www.csbsju.edu/global/find-an-education-abroad-program
http://www.csbsju.edu/global/financing-study-abroad
http://www.csbsju.edu/global/getting-started/apply


WHILE YOU ARE ABROAD           

 If you become interested in a course that was not included on your 
Course Approval Form but might be pertinent to your major or minor, 
gather as much information as you can about the course and then 
consult by email with the Department Chair before committing yourself 
to the course. 

 Hold onto course materials (e.g., syllabus, exams, papers, reports, and 
at least a photocopied table of contents of any key textbooks) and bring 
them home with you to show the department chair. 

AFTER YOU RETURN 

 Check to see if your study abroad coursework has been posted to your DegreeWorks. If your study 
abroad courses were not reflected correctly on DegreeWorks, please contact the Center for Global 
Education. 

 Complete the Major Substitution form for any courses that were not reflected in the correct category 
on DegreeWorks.  In addition, share the course materials and briefly explain why you think the course 
should be counted toward your Communication major with the Department Chair. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Study abroad was more than just a trip, it was 

a life-changing experience.  The experience 

challenged my basic perceptions of culture and 

communication.  More than just theory, I was 

able to live intercultural communication in 

practice.  My study abroad experience 

ultimately changed the trajectory of my 

academic, personal, and professional life.” 

--Kevin Clancy ‘00, Communication major,        

China program 

 

“My semester in London gave me a deeper understanding of the world 
and it exposed me to many different cultures. With my internship, I 
was able to see firsthand how the British workplace accommodated 
itself to reach their diverse culture and I was able to develop the 
necessary skills to work in a highly populated city.” 

—Alexa Kubinski ‘16, Communication major, London program 


